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SCIENCE SPECTRUM _______________________________________________________________

Swimming in water by undulating movements of
the body. Experiments revealed that males can
sense the presence of females from a distance
and can also distinguish virgin and gravid
females. The adults do not take food. They lie
like a piece of wire or a dry twing usually near
water. When disturbed they instantly tangle
themselves like animated wire into apparently
complex knots, whence their name. When the
tow specimens were collected (Fig.1.) they were
placed in a glass jar. They tried to come out of
the jar by climbing the sides in a serpentine
movement. They survived for a few days and
died.

For a long time the Nematomorpha were grouped
along with Nematodes because of their close
resemblance. The nematomorphs also resemble
kynorhynchs and priapulids in their nervous system
and larval characters. The nemotomorphs are
undoubtedly pseudocoelomate organisms and that is
why they are included in the phylum Aschelminthes.
They are however treated as a class separating them
from Nematoda.
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